Warren ARES Net Protocol

Net control station should announce he/she is ready 2 minutes prior to net time.

The net control station is on frequency and standing by.  This is ________.

Net control station identifies own station on the repeater first then………..

QST   QST    Calling the Warren County Amateur Radio Emergency Services Net.

QST   QST    Calling the Warren County Amateur Radio Emergency Services Net.

<break>

I will now list stations having Emergency or Priority traffic to list with the net. Only stations having Emergency or Priority traffic to pass, please call net control. (Now)

<break>

Do we have any routine or non-emergency traffic to list with the net? This does not include general announcements or comments. If you have routine or non-emergency traffic please call net control. (Now)

<break>

This net is called each Tuesday evening at 19:00 Hrs. local time, on the W2SJT repeater, located in Washington, New Jersey. The repeater input in negative 600 kilohertz, and the PL is 110.9 hertz.  The alternate frequency in case of any repeater malfunction will be 147.57 Mhz simplex.

<break>

This net is called each week as a training function of the Warren County Amateur Radio Emergency Service, to promote communications readiness, and to facilitate formal traffic handling, and to exchange information of  general interest to amateur radio operators.

<break>

Membership in the ARES organization is suggested, but not required to participate in this net, and all licensed stations are welcome to check in. However, this is a directed net and all transmissions will be made with permission of  the net control station.

<break>

Additional  information about Warren County ARES, RACES, and SKYWARN can be found at WC2EM.net 

<break>

If you have announcements for tonight’s net, please hold them until I have checked in all the stations, and I will call you directly. 

Tonight’s net control station is _____________.  My name is ___________ and I am located in  ______________.

<break>

I will now take station check-ins, in the order of the prefix letter of your callsign, and in groups no larger than 3 please. I will be just taking callsigns during the first part of the check in.

Any stations with the A or "Alpha" prefix in your callsign, please call net, with just your callsign. Alpha stations please call now.
Any stations with the K or "Kilo" prefix, please call net control in groups of three, with just your callsign. Kilo stations please call now.
Any stations with the N or "November" prefix, please call net control now with just your callsign. November stations please call now.
Any stations with the W or "Whiskey" prefix, please call net control now with just your callsign. Whiskey stations please call now.
Any other stations throughout the alphabet please call now:

Any newly licensed operators or first timers please call now:
Check-in process now continues. After the list is completed Net Control then calls each station individually for Name, location, any appointments, and status on traffic & announcements.

After going though check-in list make any announcements that you have for the net.

Then ask if there are any final comments for the net at this time.

Do we have any late check-ins? “Any station anywhere”.

Does anyone (else) have anything to be brought before the net?

With that, I’d like to thank everyone for checking in this week and we hope to hear everyone again next week at 19:00.

Simplex net info goes here, if running this week

This is   callsign   closing this session of the Warren County A R E S Net at _________  local time,  thanking the Penn Jersey Amateur Radio Club and now returning the repeater to normal use.      73 to all

Notes on formal traffic situations during the net:

Traffic handling during a net is the most formal part of a net and brings certain key responsibility to the NCS. The term Traffic refers to a message that another station has in hand copied down on the ARRL message form and is prepared to be entered into the National Traffic System (NTS) .

If you have any stations wanting to list formal traffic during a net, ask first if anyone listening on the net can take the (Emergency, Priority, Routine) Traffic directly ? If so, move the 2 stations to another frequency (146.46 ??) if possible to pass the traffic and ask them to return to the net when they have completed the transfer.

If you do not find a station to take the traffic directly, you as NCS now have the responsibility to receive the traffic (unless the listing station says they will take the traffic to another net) and find a way to “outlet” the traffic later.

If the traffic is posted as “Emergency”, you should immediately stop the normal weekly net routine and prepare to copy down the traffic yourself on the official ARRL Message pad form. If the traffic can be passed by telephone, suspend net operations until you attempt to pass the traffic via telephone, then re-commence net operations.

If you have stations listing Priority or Routine traffic and you cannot locate another net station to take the traffic directly, it is your option if you want to immediately copy the traffic from the station(s) or ask them to stand by until the end of the net to go through the copy routine. Most of the time, this type of traffic can wait until the net is drawing to a close so you do not have multiple stations on frequency wait while you pass lower priority traffic. 

Something else for NCS stations to remember. ……the NCS asks for “Traffic” to be listed at the beginning of a net. Traffic is not general messages or comments to the group. During normal net operations, and after the Traffic listing section of the net,  NCS should refrain from using language that invites confusion between general comments offered by the net participants verses having additional formal traffic to list.

Example: “ This is W2xxx, Net Control recognizing K2yyy, Pete in Smithtown. Good Evening Pete, do you have any traffic or comments for the net tonight ?”  WRONG !!  Leave the word “traffic” out of the question…..maybe substitute the word “announcements” for “traffic” in this context.

